
The images and chronologies in these displayed materials are coming from the catalogue/publication Words Precede Actions: The 
context of language, racism, economy and power by Marika Schmiedt published in 2018 that displays racist genealogies of 
discrimination and the ghettoization of the Roma people in the West and East of Europe.  

One part of her analysis consists of the research of racism, linking them to histories of the relationship between race and physical 
anthropology. As “racist scientific results” are used in sorting and exposing bones and crania collections in the museum. This takes us 
via Schmiedt to the Natural History Museum (NHM) in Vienna that has one of the biggest crania collections, assembled by the 
Austrian anthropologist Augustin Weisbach (1837–1914) in the second half of the nineteenth century in Europe. The anthropological 
collection at the Natural History Museum in Vienna includes 40,000 objects, human remains, including skulls, bones, hair, and body 
drains. The collection mostly contains relics from historical and prehistoric times, but also problematic chapters of human remains that 
mark colonial and National Socialist times. 

The other part presents a gallery of “skeletons of important Austrian men” falling out of the closet of Austrian history. All these men 
are not solely vicious racists, having programmatic anti-Romaism agendas, but they are all anti-Semites:  
Albert Geßmann (1852–1920)  
Mirko Jelusich (1886–1969) 
Taras Borodajkewycz (1902‒1984) 
Josef Weinheber (1892–1945) 

Josef  Weinheber, a “respected” Austrian poet and essayist, whose literary influence came mainly from Rainer Maria Rilke, Anton 
Wildgans, and Karl Kraus, was a member of the Nazi Party from 1931 to 1933 and from 1944 onward. He committed suicide at the 
time of the advance of the Red Army, leaving behind a clear-sighted parting letter. He was buried in the village of Kirchstetten, Austria, 
where he had lived since 1936. The municipality and the citizens of Kirchstetten, have honored for years the “great poet” Weinheber 
by transforming his house into a museum, dedicating  a street, a square and a highway bridge in his name, decided to name a 
kindergarten in his honor.  (From the text by Marina Grzinic in Words Precede Actions, 2018). 

MARIKA SCHMIEDT, born in 1966, visual artist, activist and filmmaker. 
www.marikaschmiedt.com 

http://www.marikaschmiedt.com/
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20 | the continuity of racist depictions in the media 1857–1920
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Illustrierte Kronen-Zeitung, 16. März 1906

 recently causing quite a stir in the papers was the report that a 
whole cargo of herero skulls from Southwest africa was being shipped to 
Germany to serve educational purposes at the Pathological institute of 
Berlin. if the thought of such freight were not already disgusting enough, 
the whole thing is made more horrific when one hears that for some days 
a group of herero women were hired to use glass shards to scrape the 
already half-decayed flesh from the skulls, in order to prepare them for 
shipping. the skulls come from executed hereros and are meant to be 
used for scientific measurements.

thoughtlessness and lack of historical knowledge | 163
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98 | trophy images. the body as an index for the archive

in vielen Museen und anthropologischen instituten 
lagern Zehntausende Schädel, knochen und ganze 
Skelette, die zur rassenforschung dienten. erst 
vor ein paar Jahren haben manche institutionen 
begonnen, sich um die Bestände ihrer Sammlungen 
zu kümmern. das gilt auch für die anthropologische 
abteilung des Naturhistorischen Museums in Wien. 
das Museum in Wien beherbergt eine der größten 
Skelettsammlungen in europa. 
der problematische teil davon ist jener teil, der 
im 19. Jahrhundert gesammelt wurde. diese 
Skelettreste umfassen ungefähr 3000 Objekte. trotz 
der politischen dringlichkeit und teils schlimmster 
nachgewiesener Verbrechen im Namen der 
Wissenschaft, hat sich bis heute kein einheitliches 
Problembewusstsein durchgesetzt.

„Also, bis in die 80er Jahre haben unsere 
Entscheidungsträger festgestellt: Da bestand kein 
Unrechtskontext, also wir geben nichts zurück! 
Die Skelettreste bleiben am Naturhistorischen 
Museum! Manche meiner Kollegen interessiert 
das gar nicht, wo die Skelette geborgen wurden 
und wie sie hergekommen sind. Aber das Problem 
ist nicht nur auf Forschungsseite festzumachen, 
auch die Politik muss sich Versäumnisse 
ankreiden lassen. Das ist das, was vielleicht die 
Sache auch so schwierig macht, weil es ja kaum 
Gesetze oder Vorschriften gibt, wie man in 
Rückforderungsangelegenheiten vorgehen soll. 
Es ist immer irgendwie eine Ermessensache auch 
der Kuratoren oder auch der Entscheidungsträger, 
der Ministerien und der Argumente, die man 
festmachen kann, ob man rückgibt.“

Maria Teschler-Nicola, ehemalige direktorin der 
abteilung für anthropologie im Naturhistorischen 
Museum Wien, in einem interview für 
deutschlandradio kultur, am 14.04.2016.

in many museums and anthropological institutes 
lie ten thousand skulls, bones, and entire skeletons 
that were used for race research. Only a few years 
ago did some institutions begin to do something 
about these stored items. that was also true for the 
anthropological department of the Vienna Natural 
history Museum, which holds one of the largest 
skeleton collections in europe. the problematic part 
of this collection is that which was collected in the 
nineteenth century, comprising the skeletal remains 
of approximately 3,000 objects. despite the political 
pressure and proof of heinous crimes committed in 
the name of science, until today no one has shown a 
consistent awareness of the problem.

“Right up to the 1980s, our board of directors 
found that there was no context of injustice. 
We are not returning anything! The skeletons will 
remain at the Natural History Museum! 
Some of my colleagues are not at all interested in 
where the skeletons are stored and how they were 
acquired. But the problem exists not only at the 
level of research; the political shortcomings must 
also be taken into account. This is what perhaps 
makes the issue so difficult because there are 
hardly laws or instructions about how to proceed 
with demands to return material. Whether to return 
it is also somehow a judgment left to the curators 
or the board of directors, the ministries, and the 
arguments that can be made in favor of returning.”

Maria Teschler-Nicola, former director of the 
department of anthropology at the Vienna Natural 
history Museum, in an interview for deutschlandradio 
kultur, on april 14, 2016.

trophäen Bilder. der körper als index für das archiv | 99

Schädel Vitrine | Skull showcase 
NhM

inventar Nr. 632 - 641: 
10 Stück „Zigeunerschädel“, Sammlung Weisbach

632. Siebenbürgen rumänien Mann adult
633. kronstadt rumänien Mann adult
634. Siebenbürgen rumänien Mann adult
635. Fundort unbekannt Mann adult
636. Siebenbürgen rumänien Mann adult
637. Fundort unbekannt Mann adult
638. Fundort unbekannt Mann adult
639. Siebenbürgen rumänien Mann adult
640. Ungarn Ungarn Mann adult
641. Siebenbürgen rumänien Mann adult

© NhM

© Sammlung Naturhistorisches Museum Wien
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der Menschenfresser-Prozess von kaschau 1927–1929 | 51
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illustration below, middle: 
The cannibals’ village

here lived the monsters of kaschau, 
the human-eating gypsies who con-
sumed the corpses of their victims, 
killed in murder-robberies. circled: 
the leader of the gang with his lover.

Salzburger Chronik, 4. Mai 1929

Österreichische Illustrierte Zeitung, 5. Mai 1929

24 | the continuity of racist depictions in the media 1857–1920

© ÖNB

Wiener Caricaturen, 2. Juni 1912

 - You’ve never been to tyrol? then you’ll be happy to meet Latemar of karersee. 
 - hopefully he’s not a Jew.

© Österreichische Nationalbibliothek ÖNB | historische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften
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80 | the continuity of racist depictions in the media 1930 –1944
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Kleine Volks-Zeitung, 28. August 1939

“Jewish” Places.

Gypsies in Vienna.

Das kleine Volksblatt, 30 November 1940 

detention camps for gypsies from Lackenbach. due to repeated 
requests from the residents, Meierhof in Lackenbach has built a camp 
to collect the gypsies of the district of Oberpullendorf. the purpose of 
this camp is to hold all gypsies under constant surveillance and when 
needed to assign them to work camps. 

Neue Wiener Friseur-Zeitung, 1. Dezember 1940

Der Landbote, 1. Februar 1941

the gypsy plague. as was announced in the district council in Bruck 
an der Leitha, the districts of Wiener Neustadt, Oberpullendorf, ei-
senstadt, and Bruck an der Leitha have formed an association towards 
the elimination of the gypsy plague and together they have built an 
interment camp in Lackenbach. 

© Österreichische Nationalbibliothek ÖNB | historische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften
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122 | historisches Gedächtnis als Medium kollektiver Selbsttäuschung

Albert Geßmann (1852–1920)

Bibliotheksbeamter und Politiker

Geßmann war ein früher politischer Verbündeter 
Luegers und kümmerte sich um strategische wie 
organisatorische Fragen. er entstammte einer 
alten Lerchenfelder Bürgerfamilie, studierte am 
akademischen Gymnasium und an der Universität 
Wien (Geschichte und Geographie; dr. phil. 1870), 
trat als archivar ins kriegsarchiv ein und war 1876-
1903 Bibliothekar an der Universitätsbibliothek 
(zuletzt kustos) und danach Gymnasialprofessor 
(1906 hofrat). Geßmann war politisch als Obmann 
des demokratischen Wählervereins Wien-Neubau 
tätig und 1882-1888 sowie 1893-1911 Gemeinderat. 
Neben Lueger kann Geßmann als die Seele der 
christlichsozialen Partei bezeichnet werden. 
Nach ihm ist die dr.-albert-Geßmann-Gasse im  
21. Wiener Gemeindebezirk Floridsdorf benannt.

Albert Geßmann (1852–1920)

Librarian and Politician

Geßmann was an early political ally of Lueger’s and 
was responsible for strategic and organizational 
questions. he came from a longstanding middle-
class family from Lerchenfeld, studied at the 
akademisches Gymnasium [academic high 
School] and at the University of Vienna (history and 
geography, received Phd in 1870), and worked as an 
archivist for the military archives. From 1876 to 1903 
he worked as a librarian for the University Library 
(finally, as curator) and then as a secondary school 
professor (1906, senior civil servant). Geßmann was 
politically active as the supervisor of the democratic 
electorate association for Vienna-Neubau and from 
1882 to 1888; he was in the council from 1893 to 1911. 
along with Lueger, Geßmann can be described as 
the soul of the christlichsozialen Partei / christian 
Socialist Party. a street in Vienna’s 21st district, dr.-
albert-Geßmann-Gasse, was named for him.

albert Geßmann
ÖNB Bildarchiv und Grafiksammlung (POR) 
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Wiener Magazin 1929

it may be generally 
known that beggars, 
swindlers, gypsies, etc., 
represent that class of 
humans which doesn’t fit 
into our social order and 
who as asocial people 
are a class of their own 
and have their own secret 
“swindler language.” One 
hears this foreign tongue 
often in the courts…

image: “there are only 
women living here,” a 
symbol which can literally 
be found in village 
and rural apartment 
buildings.

© Österreichische Nationalbibliothek ÖNB | historische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften
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132 | historisches Gedächtnis als Medium kollektiver Selbsttäuschung
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Österreichische Illustrierte Zeitung, 29. Januar 1928

historical memory as a medium for collective self-delusion | 133

HuMan PrEDaTory aniMals
By dr. MirkO JeLUSich

the sensationalist trial against the gypsies accused 
of eating humans, which is soon to be concluded, 
once again draws the public’s attention to this 
mysterious people who, lacking both a homeland 
and property, have traveled throughout europe for 
thousands of years as a foreign body in the heart of 
our white culture, their assimilation or adaptation 
seemingly impossible. each of us has probably seen 
the dirty brown folks before: with their bundles of 
rags, in the best cases with shaky, collapsing wagons 
pulled by scruffy nags, hastily traversing villages 
and fields areas, eking out a living as tinkerers, bear 
trainers, musicians, fortune tellers – transient, fresh, 
cowardly, dishonest, coming from the unknown into 
the unknown, leaving nothing behind, but their own 
penetrating, “mouse-poor” gypsy odor, which lingers 
everywhere through longer stays and which, without 
exception, has frustrated the residents to their 
detriment…

© Österreichische Nationalbibliothek ÖNB | historische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften
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136 | historisches Gedächtnis als Medium kollektiver Selbsttäuschung

Die Bühne 1938, Heft - 470

historical memory as a medium for collective self-delusion | 137
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138 | historisches Gedächtnis als Medium kollektiver Selbsttäuschung
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Die Bühne 1938, Heft - 469

historical memory as a medium for collective self-delusion | 139

© ÖNB

Verleihung des 
Grillparzer-Preises, links 
Josef Weinheber, rechts 

Mirko Jelusich,
Franz Blaha, 15.1.1941 

© ÖNB Bildarchiv und 

Grafiksammlung (POR) 

Die Bühne 1939, Heft - 13
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Neues Österreich, 26. November 1946

historical memory as a medium for collective self-delusion | 149
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Das interessante Blatt, 3. Dezember 1941

art and politics shake hands: the Gauleiter of Niederdonau, dr. Jury, welcomes the poet.

© Österreichische Nationalbibliothek ÖNB | historische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften
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Josef Weinheber, 
ehrendoktorat 18.3.1942 

© archiv der Universität Wien, 
Foto albert hilscher

Josef Weinheber, honorary 
doctorate 1942

Illustrierte Kronen Zeitung, 25. Oktober 1942

the city of art Greets the arts house 
the 250-year anniversary Party of the academy of Fine arts Vienna

historical memory as a medium for collective self-delusion | 151
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Wiener Feldpost, 15. November 1943

To the Führer on the 
30th of January 1943, 
from your grateful 
Vienna
On the 30th of January 
1943, the district of 
Vienna [under National 
Socialism, Vienna was 
considered a district] 
gifted the Führer 
a book in which, 
along with a poem of 
dedication by Josef 
Weinheber, in which 
appear the names 
of world-renowned 
statesmen and artists 
who had a significant 
influence on and 
actively shaped the 
historical development 
of Vienna.

© Österreichische Nationalbibliothek ÖNB | historische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften
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Josef Weinheber Gedenkfeier, 1989
© ÖNB Bildarchiv und Grafiksammlung (POR) 
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158 | historisches Gedächtnis als Medium kollektiver Selbsttäuschung

Büste von Josef Weinheber, Schillerpark Wien
Bildhauer, Josef Bock, 1940
© PriWO
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168

Mariahilferstraße, Wien 2016

173

Open letter urges boycott of far right in Austrian Cabinet
A group including former French and Spanish foreign ministers calls for action against  
‘the fatal ideology of hatred.’

the letter’s authors called on national leaders to refuse to attend meetings with or recei-
ve FPÖ ministers, and also urged politicians to “boycott” austria’s control of the rotating 
presidency of the council of the european Union next year between July and december.
Other signatories on the letter include Nobel Peace Prize winner and former president of 
east timor, José ramos-horta, as well as Serge and Beate klarsfeld, who are known for 
their investigation into and prosecution of Nazi crimes.


